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Construction is underway to transform the Old Town Hall on the Village Green in Stockbridge into the new home of the
Berkshire Waldorf High School.

Underway, but over budget

$4M gift helps pay
rising cost of Old
Town Hall retrofit

By CLARENCE FAaNTO

The Berkshire Eagle

STOCKBRIDGE — Construction is un-
derway at the historic Old Town
Hall, slated as the new home of the
Berkshire Waldorf High School, in
time to welcome students and staff
in September 2025.

Funds needed for the project
have ballooned since it was first
unveiled two years ago with an es-
timated project cost of $5 million,
increased to $6.25 million last year.

The current “close to worst
case” estimate is $8 million, caused
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by construction inflation as wellas  The Berkshire Waldorf High School is renovating the historic Old Town
unanticipated but necessary struc-  Hall on the Village Green in Stockbridge. The $8 million project includes
tural improvements and more retrofitting the 1839 building into classrooms and offices while preserving

This
rendering
shows plans
for the
Berkshire
Waldorf High
School’s
meeting
room as
renovations
continue to
the 1839 OId
Town Hall in
Stockbridge.

STEPHEN
SAGARIN

WALDORF,Page5 a community room.

City to replace failing Pittsfield High boilers

$6M project eyes completion by fall

By MEG BriTToN-MEHLISCH
The Berkshire Eagle

PITTSFIELD — The three boil-
ers that have kept students
and teachers warm under the
dome of Pittsfield High School
since it opened in 1931 are be-
ing replaced.

“I definitely cannot run
them any further,” said Bri-
an Filiault, Pittsfield’s direc-
tor of building maintenance.
“They’re done. They’'ve done
their tour.”

A unanimous City Council
vote on Tuesday authorized

borrowing $3 million to re-
place the boilers before school
starts in August. The project’s
total cost is about $6 million.
It’s no small undertaking.
Filiault told the council that
the school building was con-
structed around the boilers,
which were converted loco-
motive engines from 1930.
Replacing them requires re-
moving pipes and rebuilding

the system with new boilers. ' —
The boilers have been heat- STEPHANIE ZOLLSHAN — THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE

ing the building with declin-  New boilers are in the works for Pittsfield High School thanks
ing success in recent years. to a recent vote by the City Council to borrow $3 million for the

BOILERS,Page6  replacement project.
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S15M for
asbhestos
exposure

at GE site

Conn. plaintiff worked
at Pittsfield plant in '60s

By GREG SUKIENNIK
The Berkshire Eagle

The question, posed during a deposition on Sept.
8, 2022, was straightforward: “Where do you believe
there was asbestos in the GE plant?”

“Honestly, everywhere,” answered Nicholas Bar-
one, a Connecticut man who had worked for two
years at General Electric in Pittsfield.

“It came in bulk in boxcars. It was manually un-
loaded,” Barone said under oath. “Guys used to
screw around having snowball fights with it. They’d
unload it into like, I guess, hoppers, and it was used
in most formulations that were going to be in a hot
application.”

But the talc that also went into the mix for the
phenolic resin compound Barone was helping GE
produce also contained asbestos. Barone and his es-
tate sued the successor owners of the company that
sold the talc to GE, claiming it caused the cancer that
took Barone’s life before the case went to trial.

On May 16, a jury seated in Bridgeport, Conn.,
found that Vanderbilt Minerals LLC, a successor
to International Talc, was at fault for Barone’s ex-
posure. His estate was awarded $10 million in com-
pensatory damages and $5 million for lack of con-
sortium. The jury also ruled Vanderbilt Minerals is
liable for punitive damages, to be determined later.

ASBESTOS, Page 4

Murder case
in jury’s hands

Defense calls no witnesses

By AMANDA BURKE
The Berkshire Eagle

PITTSFIELD — After eight days of testimony in Berkshire
Superior Court, attorneys gave closing arguments
Wednesday in the murder trial of Tyler Sumner.

Assistant district attorneys Rachael Eramo and
Amy Winston rested their case after presenting about
35 witnesses over the course of the trial. Defense at-
torney Louis Badwey then chose not to call any wit-
nesses.

In the closing argument that followed, Badwey told
jurors the Berkshire District Attorney’s Office pre-
sented “a ton of evidence” but that it “hasn’t shown
beyond a reasonable doubt that this man was involved
in this shooting.”

Eramo, on the other hand, said police conducted a
thorough investigation that showed Sumner “is one
of the persons responsible for the death Stephanie
Olivieri.”

JURY, Page 5
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accurate estimates based on
completed architectural and
engineering plans, said Execu-
tive Director Stephen Sagarin.
But a recent $4 million contri-
bution from a family founda-
tion that prefers anonymity
and privacy has helped close
the gap.

“My understanding is that
columns had to be added from
the basement up to the roof,”
Sagarin told The Eagle on
Wednesday. Following demo-
lition of the interior, contrac-
tors also discovered that sub-
floor sheathing wasn’t strong
enough to cover current code
requirements, he added.

“We’re hoping that the
deeper into the project we
get, the fewer surprises there
are,” Sagarin said.

The complex project re-
quires removal of asbestos
and lead paint, installation of
an elevator and sprinkler sys-
tem, redesign of the interior
for classroom space, offices,
and a 186-seat community
meeting room on the second
floor, Sagarin stated. Histori-
cal features of the 1839 Greek
Revival-style building are be-
ing preserved.

Currently, about $7.2 mil-
lion is in the till, according
to Patrick White, the chief
financial officer for the pri-
vate school founded 22 years
ago, currently located in
cramped, rented quarters on
Pine Street downtown.

The Old Town Hall, also
known as Procter Hall, has
been vacant for 17 years since
the town offices were relocat-
ed to the former Stockbridge
Plain School on Main Street,
just east of the business dis-
trict.

Last February, following
town board approvals of
zoning changes, the school
completed its purchase of the
building on the Village Green
owned by the adjacent First
Congregational Church.

The church had owned
the West Main Street land
for nearly 200 years and has
leased the building to the
town for more than 100 years.
Berkshire Waldorf acquired
the land and building for
$250,000. Under the agree-
ment with the church, the
school now owns the building
and the land footprint.

Also by mutual agreement,
the 114 parking spaces at the
site will be shared by the
school, the church and the
adjacent Stockbridge Golf
Club.

Berkshire Waldorf will
double its space in its new
location within walking dis-
tance of the town center,
Sagarin noted, while creating
additional, larger classrooms
and science labs.

White, also a Stockbridge
Select Board member, ex-
pressed confidence that the
community will support the
school’s ongoing capital cam-
paign “and get us over the fin-
ish line.” Part of the sharply
increased construction cost
involves reinforcement of
beams in the front and back
of the building as well as the
availability of electrical ser-
vices.

“This location has so much
history, spanning the Mohi-
can era, the central role in
the Indian Town experiment,
and its place in modern Berk-
shire lore,” White said. “We
plan to honor history as we
embrace this new era for the
school and the community.”

He noted the preservation
of the jail in the Old Town
Hall, where Arlo Guthrie of
“Alice’s Restaurant Massa-
cree” fame was held briefly
during the 1965 Thanksgiving
holiday weekend for dump-
ing garbage on a roadside.

“The town of Stockbridge
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Construction is underway to transform the Old Town Hall on the Village Green in Stockbridge into
the new home of the Berkshire Waldorf High School. The school purchased it earlier this year
from the First Congregational Church.

THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE

The Old Town Hall at 6 Main St. in Stockbridge, also known as
Procter Hall, is shown in this undated archival photo. The 1839
building is being retrofitted by the Berkshire Waldorf High
School and is expected to be ready to host students and staff in
September 2025. The project cost is put at $8 million.

is well on its way of realizing
its two-decades-old dream
of finding a permanent use
for this early 19th century
historic structure,” said long-
time Stockbridge resident
Teresa O’Brient, chair of the
school’s board of trustees
and owner of the Stockbridge
Country Store. “The commu-
nity really stepped up to help

us realize this dream.”
At the May 20 annual town
meeting, residents voted

126-26 to approve $151,175 in
Community Preservation Act
funds for Berkshire Waldorf’s
restoration project. After one
resident objected, Sally Un-
derwood-Miller, chair of the
Community Preservation

Committee declared that the
0Old Town Hall had been “an
albatross” and that the school
would bring in badly needed
young families to the town.

The lead architect is Pa-
mela Sandler, who’s based
in Stockbridge, and Marois
Construction of South Had-
ley is the general contractor
handling the renovation.

The grade nine through
12 high school, in session
four days a week, currently
enrolls 45 students from 38
families in 25 towns in Mas-
sachusetts, New York and
Connecticut, with a slight
increase projected for next
year. The new high school
campus would host no more

“This location has
so much history,
spanning the
Mohican era, the
central role in

the Indian Town
experiment, and
its place in modern
Berkshire lore.”

PaTrick WHITE,
Berkshire Waldorf
School chief financial
officer and Stockbridge
Select Board member

than 80 students “to preserve
the character and quality of
our education,” Sagarin said.
In pre-pandemic 2019, peak
enrollment was 55 to 58.

Tuition at Berkshire Wal-
dorf High for the 2024-25
school year will be $26,500,
and various levels of needs-
based financial aid is be-
ing offered to as many as
three-quarters of the fami-
lies.

Berkshire Waldorf’s ele-
mentary school, founded in
1971 will remain at its cur-
rent West Plain Road site in
Great Barrington. The school
has about 200 students from
pre-K through grade eight.
It is separately incorporat-
ed with a different board of
trustees.

Clarence Fanto can be reached at
cfanto@yahoo.com.
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Prosecutors argue that
Sumner was one of three
potential suspects who
tried to shoot Olivieri’s boy-
friend, Reginald Ellerbee, in
the early morning hours of
Aug. 25, 2019, but mistaken-
ly shot and killed Olivieri as
she sat in her car on Colum-
bus Avenue. He has plead-
ed not guilty to five felony
charges including murder.

A black sedan and a
white SUV had been cir-
cling the block hours before
the shooting, Eramo said.
Ellerbee confronted the oc-
cupants of the cars, only for
the black sedan to return to
South John Street later that
morning.

Three people got out and
fired toward a silver SUV
but missed their suspected
target, instead striking Ol-
ivieri as she sat on Colum-
bus Avenue in her silver
sedan, Eramo said. Their
mark, Ellerbee, was seen by
police about a block away
near Dewey Avenue glanc-
ing back toward the scene
just after the shooting.

“This was not a gunfight;
this was an ambush,” she
said. “Unfortunately for all
of us, bullets do not have
name tags.”

A witness testified that
the shooters fled in the dark
sedan. Eramo said police
found latex gloves south of
the scene in the opposite
lane of travel, suggesting
they allegedly were tossed
from the driver’s side. She
said Sumner’s DNA was
found on the gloves, and
gunshot residue was too.

She said the car stopped
moments later on South
Onota Street, where three
people got out. The driver
could be seen on surveil-
lance footage getting out
and going to a rear wheel
well of a parked GMC En-
voy, where she said police
later found a white T-shirt
that also had Sumner’s
DNA on it as well as the
DNA of another man.

During his closing argu-
ment, Badwey told jurors
the DNA evidence doesn’t
prove Sumner was involved
in the shooting, because
there were four DNA con-
tributors on one side of the
gloves and two on the other,
and it was unclear how long
the gloves had been there.

Eramo said law enforce-
ment used surveillance
footage to track the suspect
car’s path of travel “street
by street.” It drove to the
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McDonald’s on West Housa-
tonic Street, where she
submitted to the jury video
from the drive-thru window
that showed parts of the
driver, which law enforce-
ment identified on the video
as Sumner, and the car.

“Extensive” efforts to ID
the car by police showed
the “one that fit” the de-
scription of the one at the
drive-thru belonged to
Heather Conn, Sumner’s
girlfriend, Eramo said,
adding that Sumner di-
rected her to sell the car
two weeks after the shoot-
ing.

Badwey, however, said it
was not possible to assume
that the car that the shoot-
ers fled in was the same one
at the drive-thru a few min-
utes after the incident. He
pointed to police testimony
about “blind spots” in the
surveillance footage they
used to track the suspects’
route of travel, and said
it was not certain that the
dark sedan seen on differ-
ent recordings was even the
same car.

“You have no idea if the
car that eventually shows
up at McDonald’s is, or was,
the perpetrators’ vehicle,”
he said.

The prosecutor also said
that Sumner made incrimi-
nating statements on phone
calls from jail, when he talk-
ed to Conn about the idea
of telling law enforcement
the location of “a gun.” A
witness testified that three
guns were used in the fatal
shooting. None were recov-
ered by investigators.

Badwey said that ev-
idence shows only that
Sumner, who has been in-
volved in other incidents
involving firearms, was suf-
fering in jail and willing to
identify a gun from another
case in order to make make
a deal.

“That call doesn’t prove
any guilt in this case,” he
said.

Olivieri was a mother of
two who had spent the day
leading up to the incident
planning a party for one of
her children’s birthday, her
mother testified. She is sur-
vived by family members
who attended each day of
the trial.

Jurors began deliberat-
ing after closing arguments
on Wednesday, and had not
reached a verdict by the end
of the day. Deliberations
will resume on Thursday.

Amanda Burke can be reached
at aburke@berkshireeagle.com
or 413-496-6296.
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Berkshire Waldorf High School officials led a recent tour of their new digs at the Old Town Hall, renovated with a nearly $8 million fundraising
effort. In the revamped community room are, from left, Executive Director and history teacher Stephen Sagarin, Chief Financial Officer Patrick
White and Board of Trustees Chairwoman Teresa O’Brient.

New life rings through
this Old Town Hall

Berkshire Waldorf School opens in new space in September

By CLARENCE FaNTO
The Berkshire Eagle

STOCKBRIDGE — Emerging from
17 years in mothballs, the his-
toric Old Town Hall will reopen
on Sept. 3 as the new home for the
Berkshire Waldorf High School.
The town landmark, extensive-
ly renovated at a cost of at least
$7.7 million, will host 55 students
—up from 45 this past school year
— and seven teachers. The school
is relocating from the cramped
quarters it rented downtown
since it was founded 23 years ago.
The 186-year-old building, also
the former home of the police sta-
tion, now has a revamped, acces-
sible 186-seat second-floor com-
munity meeting room for student

The renovation includes a revamped community meeting room for

for more than 100 years.

Berkshire Waldorf acquired
the land and building for $250,000
and per the agreement with the
church, the school now owns the
building and the land footprint.
Also by mutual agreement, the
114 parking spaces at the site
will be shared by the school, the
church and the adjacent Stock-
bridge Golf Club.

At their May 2024 annual town
meeting, residents voted 126-26 to
approve $151,175 in Community
Preservation Act funds for the
restoration project. Sally Under-
wood- Miller, chair of the Com-
munity Preservation Committee,
pointed out that the Old Town
Hall had been “an albatross” and
that the school would bring in

presentations and public events.

To make it happen, it took a
prolonged fundraising campaign
totaling more than $8 million —
fueled by a two-part $6.5 million
donation from an anonymous
family foundation, $250,000 from
the Jane & Jack Fitzpatrick Trust
and at least 200 other contribu-
tions — as well as an agreement
with the adjacent First Congre-
gational Church and multiple
town board approvals.

“We're an aging community
and we want to make sure that
opportunities to gather are things
we promote,” said Patrick White,
the school’s chief financial offi-
cer and former town selectman.

The project was estimated at
$5 million when it was first pro-
posed in summer of 2022. Con-
struction inflation and a more

public events and school functions.

extensive structural renovation
than first anticipated boosted the
cost to nearly $8 million. Costs
also included removal of asbes-
tos and lead paint, installation of
an elevator and sprinkler system,
and redesign of the interior.

The lead architect was Stock-
bridge-based Pamela Sandler.
Marois Construction of South
Hadley was the general contrac-
tor.

During a recent tour starting
in the revamped lobby and re-
ception area, Stephen Sagarin,
the school’s executive director
and history teacher, pointed out
the six main floor classrooms, in-
cluding a lab for life sciences and
chemistry, two classrooms dedi-
cated to the humanities, two art

rooms and a staff lounge.

In addition to the community
meeting room — in a 1904 addi-
tion to the original 1839 building
— there’s also a music room and
a student lounge on the second
floor with cafe tables and the
commercial Kitchen.

The Old Town Hall had been
vacant since 2008 when the town
offices were relocated to the for-
mer Stockbridge Plain School on
Main Street.

In February 2024, following
town board approvals of zoning
changes, the school completed its
purchase of the building owned
by the adjacent church, which
had owned the West Main Street
land for nearly 200 years and had
leased the building to the town

badly needed young families to
the town.

The grade 9-12 high school,
which has been in session four
days a week since the pandem-
ic, could host as many as 80 stu-
dents “to preserve the character
and quality of our education,”
Sagarin said.

Tuition at Berkshire Waldorf
High for the upcoming school
year will be $29,500, and vari-
ous levels of needs-based finan-
cial aid are offered to at least
three-quarters of the families.

“I'm so glad the building was
saved because it was such a
problem,” said Teresa O’Brient,
chair of the board of trustees
and the parent of a former stu-
dent. “The history is preserved
and now it will be put to good

”

use.

North Adams seeks bids for key projects

City again seeks an
airport restaurant

By STEN SPINELLA
The Berkshire Eagle

NORTH ADAMS — The city is seeking contractors
for key infrastructure and development projects,
as well as an enterprising restaurateur.

North Adams announced this week that it is
accepting bids for three major infrastructure
projects and lease proposals for one. The proj-
ects include infrastructure upgrades tied to the
Blackinton Mill redevelopment; sidewalk im-
provements on Hoosac, Blackinton, Montana
and Porter streets; and sidewalk and roadway
upgrades on Jackson Street, Hudson Street and
Herman Avenue. The city is also seeking pro-
posals to lease space and develop a dining estab-
lishment at the Harriman-and-West Airport.

BLACKINTON MILL

Plans for a $1.3 million project at the Black-
inton Mill site include a 56-spot parking area,
truck access route and loading dock, walkways,
stairways and drainage improvements. Work is
expected to take 150 days. The city has put the

project out to bid through its Office of Commu-
nity Development.

The state awarded the city $1.97 million in
2023 to turn a “city-owned former tannery
site” into “landscaped greenspace and ... a
new parking area for the Blackinton Mill and
public recreation amenities,” according to the
state Office of Economic Development. “This
public work is critical to enabling the transfor-
mative and catalytic private redevelopment of
the Mill as part of the Tourists resort.”

Applicants for the project will be adhering
to documents prepared by Waterfield Design
Group Inc. The deadline for bids is July 21 at
11am.

AIRPORT DINING?

For years, the city has been wanting a restau-
rant at its airport. They’re on the hunt again.

The city, through its chief procurement offi-
cer, is accepting proposals for the lease of build-
ing space and the creation of a restaurant or din-
ing establishment of some kind on property next
to the airport’s administration building.

Proposals on this are open until 1 p.m. Aug. 6.
According to the legal ad in The Berkshire Ea-
gle, there will be a briefing, Q&A and site visit
for possible matches at 10 a.m. Wednesday at the
airport’s administration building.

Proposals must encompass both the office
space and the restaurant, not either or, Mayor
Jennifer Macksey said.

Past calls for proposals on opening a restau-
rant in the roughly 2,000-square-foot-space with
runway views have ended in disappointment.
As Macksey said Wednesday, “That RFP’s been
kicking around for a while.”

SIDEWALKS AND ROADWAYS

A sidewalk improvement project on Hoosac
Street, Blackinton Street, Montana Street and
Porter Street is estimated to cost $1.1 million and
take 90 days to complete. The project, put out to
bid through the city’s Department of Public Ser-
vices, requires contractors to be qualified under
the state’s sidewalk and curbing class.

Bids are open until 11 a.m. July 14. Schematic
plans and technical specifications became avail-
able June 25.

On Monday, the city stopped accepting bids on
a different sidewalks and roadways project
focused on Jackson Street, Hudson Street
and Herman Avenue, estimated to cost
$390,000 and to take 90 days. This is paid for
through a federal Community Development
Block Grant.

According to Macksey, the bids will be public-
ly opened and read aloud on Thursday.

Arrows
fly at new
range in
L.enox

It comes amid surge in
local interest in archery

By LAUREN DORSEY
The Berkshire Eagle

LENOX — Archery seems to be having a re-
naissance in the Berkshires.

“We’ve gone from about 25 kids a year
to more like 100,” said Mark Jester, an ar-
chery instructor at the Lenox Sportsmen’s
Club. “It’s more than just us — participa-
tion seems to have dramatically increased
across the county.”

That rise hasn’t gone unnoticed. As
more people picked up bows, MassWildlife
saw an opportunity.

Last year, the department set up several
small, temporary ranges in fields within
its wilderness management areas.

It was an experiment they hoped would
tap into archery’s surging appeal and
draw more people to the public lands they
manage. So far, it’s been an immense suc-
cess.

“We knew that archery was growing in
popularity, but we were surprised at just
how much interest we saw for these rang-
es,” said Andrew Madden, MassWildlife’s
Western District manager.

This year, the ranges are back, and the
department is adding a new one — and
its first in the Berkshires — at the George
L. Darey Housatonic Valley Wilderness
Management Area in Lenox.

Tucked away in a mowed field a few hun-
dred feet back from New Lenox Road, four
targets, spaced from 10 to 40 yards away,
stand against a vibrant green backdrop.

“We wanted there to be a set of differ-
ent target distances so that people of all
abilities and skill levels can use it,” said
Madden.

The range, which opened on June 13, is
self-service, free to use, and available to
the public through Sept. 28.

“We wanted to find a place that was cen-
trally located in the Berkshires, so people
from the surrounding towns might be able
to get there, with ample parking, and that
was pretty accessible,” Madden said. Le-
nox checked every box.

So far, the range appears to have been
only lightly used, but Jester thinks that
will soon change.

“The range is a great opportunity for
sportsmen and archery enthusiasts here,”
said Jester. “It provides people with an-
other outdoor outlet in a beautiful area,
and it’s in this perfect, stunning spot, right
along the Housatonic. I think people are
going to really enjoy it.”

Jester is particularly excited about the
project because he sees it as a “win-win”
for everyone involved.

“It’s going to bring more people into the
outdoors, more people into archery, and
more people into the sportsmen’s clubs,”
said Jester.

Jester’s own introduction to archery
happened around 45 years ago, when he
was around 20, and he began competing
early on.

Back when he first started, archery was
hugely popular, although its appeal began
to decline gradually over the decades.

Despite the pullback, Jester has contin-
ued to stay involved his whole life — and
he said his ability to do that has been part
of its appeal.

“It’s a sport that can be done by almost
anyone at any age,” said Jester. “So many
sports like baseball or soccer, you age out
of, but archery isn’t like that. The best per-
son I have ever shot against was 85 at the
time, and he was incredible.”

These days, Jester can often be found
teaching archery — to adults and children
alike — and frequently shoots with his
grandson.

“He’s a tremendous archer, and archery
is good for Kkids,” said Jester. “It brings
them together, boosts self-confidence, and
it’s something they can do year-round.”

Jester isn’t sure why archery is making
a comeback right now, but he does have
his guesses.

“People want to get outside, and I think
there’s new appreciation for the fact that
it can be done by anyone at any fitness lev-
el,” said Jester.

He also mentioned that passable ar-
chery equipment, which has long been a
steep investment, has grown cheaper —
especially for kids.

“They now make bows that can grow
with you, so you don’t have to be making
these substantial investments every few
years,” said Jester. “You could theoretical-
ly have one bow for the rest of your life if
you wanted.”

“Archery has been around for a long
time, it’s just spent a lot of time being
kind of in the background,” said Jester. “I
think in many ways, though, that’s start-
ing to change.”
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Former candidate joins School Committee

Jennifer Solak selected to fill Adams vacancy on Hoosac Valley Regional board

By JANE KAUFMAN
The Berkshire Eagle

CHESHIRE — Jennifer Solak,
who ran for a seat on the Hoo-
sac Valley Regional School
Committee in 2024 and was
defeated, will serve as an ap-
pointed member of the School
Committee.

This is the second time in
recent months the school
committee has filled a va-
cancy. Tracey Tierney was
appointed in August to fill a
vacancy created by the resig-
nation of Cheshire represen-
tative Michael Henault.

Solak, 44, was one of four
candidates to be interviewed
for the Adams vacancy left
by the resignation of Andy
Przystanski. The others were
Kyle Malloy, Julia Marko and
Edmund R. St. John IV. The
three-year term ends in May
2026.

The vote was 4-2. Voting in
favor were Chair Erin Milne
of Adams, John F. Duval of
Adams, Adam Emerson of
Cheshire and Tierney. Op-
posed were Fred Lora of Ad-
ams and Robert Tetlow of
Cheshire.

Lora defeated Solak in 2024

by 11 votes. His top choice
was Malloy, for his expertise
in information technology.
Tetlow favored St. John, who
has served as a Cheshire
representative to the School
Committee and as Cheshire’s
town administrator.

Solak will be sworn in by
the Adams town clerk and be-
gin serving at the next School
Committee meeting.

Solak is one of three co-
chairs of the Special Educa-
tion Parent Advisory Council
and serves as one of three
parents on the district’s Di-
versity, Equity, Inclusion and

Belonging Advisory Com-
mittee. She tutored and then
taught English as a Second
Language in North Adams
Public Schools. She has lived
in Adams for more than a de-
cade.

Her twin sons were both
students with special needs.
Lucas died in 2024 of cancer.
Christopher, 10, is in third
grade. She said raising chil-
dren with disabilities has
sensitized her to underserved
groups in the school district.

“It’s made me really want
to be involved,” she said.

When asked how she de-

fines student success, “That’s
a loaded question,” she said.
“Success for each student is
different. ... Are they going
to leave here and make the
world better?”

Solak was born in North
Adams and graduated from
Drury High School. She grad-
uated from Salem State Col-
lege and attended graduate
school at the College of Saint
Rose in Albany.

Her great-grandfather and
grandfather both served on
Northern Berkshire Vocation-
al Regional School Committee.
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JANE KAUFMAN
THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE
Jennifer Solak will serve as an
Adams representative on the
Hoosac Valley Regional School
Committee.
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RICHMOND
Voters OK financing

$455K for fire truck

With minimal discus-
sion last Thursday, special
town meeting voters
unanimously approved
up to $455,000 in financing
to complete the purchase
of an already ordered fire
truck.

Turnout was 44 regis-
tered voters, said Town
Administrator Danielle
Fillio.

That’s considered ro-
bust for a non-controver-
sial special town meeting,
she said.

The rest of the $855,000
purchase price will be cov-
ered by the town’s “free
cash” reserves consisting
of unspent money from
last year.

The town’s previous fire
truck, more than 40 years
old, had to be replaced
since any necessary spare
parts were no longer
available.

The truck was ordered
after voters at last May’s
annual town meeting gave
initial approval to the
purchase.

It is expected to be deliv-
ered in December.

Also last Thursday at
a separate special town
meeting, voters approved
an increase in highway de-
partment salaries, funding
to remove dead trees, an
item involving land taking
by eminent domain on
Church Lane, and a joint
easement between the
town and property owners
at 2079 and 2089 State
Road.

PITTSFIELD
Road closures in city

for Halloween Parade

The city’s annual Hal-
loween parade, sponsored
by Greylock Federal
Credit Union, will begin
at 7 p.m. Friday on Tyler
Street.

The parade will begin
at the corner of Tyler and
Smith streets and end at
Woodlawn Avenue.

The following roads
will be closed beginning
at 5 p.m.: Tyler Street
from First to Pine streets;
Smith Street from Tyler to
Burbank streets; Burbank
from First Street to Morn-
ingside School; and Sec-
ond Street from Orchard
to Burbank streets.

The remainder of the
route, Tyler Street from
Pine Street to Woodlawn
Avenue, will be closed at
6:30 p.m.

The Woodlawn Avenue
bridge will be closed as
well. There will be “no
parking” on these streets
after 5 p.m. Kellogg Street
will also be closed to
through traffic.

Residents along the
parade route are asked to
leave their front lights on
to provide additional light-
ing for participants.

In addition, trick or
treat is scheduled from
5:30 to 7 p.m. Oct. 31. Par-
ticipating residents should
turn on their outside
lights.

Information: Jennifer
VanBramer at 413-499-9371
or email parks@cityof-
pittsfield.org.

By CLARENCE FANTO
The Berkshire Eagle

STOCKBRIDGE — Nearly 200 peo-
ple turned out last weekend to
celebrate and dedicate the Berk-
shire Waldorf High School, which
opened in September in the 1839

Old Town Hall.

Renovation work on the his-
toric building — a multiyear, $8
million project — was completed
and a certificate of occupancy was
issued just in time for the Sept. 3
opening of the school year.

“We’ve been here six weeks, and
we think it’s pretty great,” said
keynote speaker Steve Sagarin,

the school’s director.

Originating in 2002 as part of the

|
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The main entrance of the Berkshire Waldorf High School, now located at the Old Town Hall on Main Street in Stockbridge. People gathered and toured the
building Sunday during an open house and grand opening ceremony for the renovated site on the Village Green.

‘We think it’s pretty great’

Old Town Hall transformed into Berkshire Waldorf High School

Great Barrington Rudolf Steiner

School, the high school relocated
to a Main Street church and then
to a Pine Street building in down-

town Stockbridge, starting in 2013.
The coed, college prep school
currently serves 58 students from

Students and others gather i the Community Room of the Berkshire
Waldorf High School on Sunday during an open house and dedication.

Berkshire County, mostly South
County, as well as Columbia Coun-
ty in New York state and from

“The school needed a
permanent home.”

TERESA O’BRIEN, Berkshire
Waldorf High School Board
of Trustees chair

northwest Connecticut. The en-
rollment cap is in the low 80s.

The Old Town Hall on the Vil-
lage Green had been owned by
the adjacent First Congregational
Church for nearly 200 years. It had
leased the building to the town for
more than 100 years and was seek-
ing a new use for the site, unused
since town offices and the police

station were relocated to the for-

mer Stockbridge Plain School
18 years ago.
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It’s tight quarters at Dalton Fire Department

Officials eye renovation of building

By DyLaN THOMPSON
The Berkshire Eagle

— Staff reports

DALTON — The Fire Depart-
ment is running out of room,
and fast.

That was the message pre-
sented to the town’s Fire Dis-
trict on Tuesday night during a
walkthrough of the Flansburg
Avenue building.

Interim Fire Chief Chris
Cachat and Administrative
Chief Charlotte Crane dis-
cussed the need for renova-
tions, but a town official also

cautioned that if they become
too costly, or simply not possi-
ble, a move for the department
may be in order.

More bunk rooms and meet-
ing Americans With Disability
Act compliance are the two
biggest renovation needs for
the fire station.

“Remedying [bunk rooms
and ADA compliance] may
open up opportunities in
the building to rotate things
around and to make things
work,” Cachat said.

DALTON, Page 2

The Dalton Fire
Department is
tightly packed
into the familiar
20 Flansburg
Ave. building.
More bunk
rooms and
meeting ADA
compliance are
the two biggest
renovation
needs for the fire
station.

THE BERKSHIRE
EAGLE
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FROM PAGE 1

Solak’s father served on the
North Adams School Com-
mittee. Her mother taught
kindergarten and preschool
in North Adams.

“I think my biggest pri-
ority is getting to hear from
staff and families what they
see as the highest need,” So-
lak told The Eagle. “I'm very
familiar with students with
disabilities and their chal-
lenges, [and] I'm very famil-
iar with what the DEIB board
has been working on, but
[will also focus on] what else
is going on that needs our
attention so that we use our

time wisely.”

Regarding a study that
might lead to regionalization
among Northern Berkshire
school districts, Solak said
she is looking forward to the
results.

“If the data tells us that it’s
going to benefit our students,
they’re going to have more
opportunity, then it’s worth
investigating,” she said. “If
the data comes back that
there’s too many challenges,
then we put that to rest, and
we get down to work with
what we have.”

Jane Kaufman is Community
Voices Editor at The Berkshire
Eagle. She can be reached at
jkaufman@berkshireeagle.com or
413-496-6125.

Dalton

FROM PAGE 1

The Fire Department needs
more space for its equipment
and offices, especially after
adding some services in re-
cent years. The department’s
biggest constraint has been
housing and operating its
ambulance service. The fire-
house is also struggling with
low ceilings and tight walls
that can barely contain the
firefighting vehicles.

Following the walkthrough,
Crane said that she will be
making a checklist of renova-
tions needed and will present
it to the Fire District at its next
meeting.

The Fire and Water depart-
ments are the Fire District’s
responsibility, and the Board
of Water Commissioners and
the Prudential Committee
oversee the district.

In an effort to find more
space, the Fire District consid-
ered purchasing the former
Dalton Garage, located across
the street from the station, in
2022 and later revisited the
idea in 2024. On Tuesday, Fire
District Chair James Driscoll
said the district is no longer
pursuing that purchase and
isinstead focusing on renovat-
ing the current station.

The station’s ADA com-
pliance issues were also dis-
cussed, specifically the stairs
leading up to the second-floor
meeting room as the main
concern.

Driscoll said in the past, the
department had two engineer-

COSTUME
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Animal Inn of
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ing firms come in for ADA re-
ports, and the findings were
that the stairs were too steep
to put a lift on. The solution
would be an elevator, but it
would be difficult to find space
to install one, Driscoll said.

Cachat said that the station
has two bunk rooms current-
ly and that they need more
space as they have staff mem-
bers who work overnight. The
department has 10 full-time
firefighters and 15 on-call vol-
unteers, and they are on pace
to answer more than 2,200
calls this year, according to
Cachat.

Crane said it’s worth invest-
ing in infrastructure that will
last, and Cachat added that
“[we] don’t need to try and
meet the needs, we need to ex-
ceed the needs.”

When asked what the next
steps in the process would be,
Driscoll said they would need
to set aside funds for an engi-
neering firm to conduct a fea-
sibility study on the building.
That study would then give
them an idea of the cost and
how they would fund it.

If the feasibility study were
to determine that the reno-
vations can’t be done to the
building, the district would be
forced to pivot.

“If we deem that this build-
ing has [outlived] its natural
life and we can’t make this
work, then we’re going to have
to go and say, ‘We need a new
station,”” Driscoll said.

Dylan Thompson can be reached
at dthompson@berkshireeagle.
com or 413-496-6105.

School

FROM PAGE 1

The second-floor Commu-
nity Room, a ballroom-size
facility, will be available for
local groups to host gather-
ings when the day school is
not in session.

“The building keeps us in
Stockbridge, which has been
welcoming to us since we
moved here in 2013 and ful-
fills the part of our vision to
be part of the community,”
board Chairwoman Teresa
O’Brient told the crowd.

“It allows our students to
have lunch on Main Street
and Elm Street, to use the
library, the parks, the soc-
cer field and the basketball
courts,” O’Brient said. “The
school needed a permanent
home.”

As O’Brient lit a candle to
represent the school’s ninth
through 12th grade classes,
Sagarin proclaimed: “We
dedicate Berkshire Waldorf
High School to imagination,
to truth and to responsibility
in learning and in teaching.
May our efforts today con-
tinue to flower tomorrow as
our pasts have now joined
in the growth of our beloved
school.”

Before the high school
chorus and band performed
several selections, Sagarin
thanked a long list of ar-
chitects, designers, con-
struction managers, town
and First Congregational
Church leaders, the Stock-
bridge Munsee Band of Mo-
hicans, donors including the
Myrin Institute, the Fitzpat-
rick Family Trust and 300-
plus other contributors, as
well as students and parents,
alumni and colleagues who
assisted with the relocation.

For the 2026-27 school year
tuition will be $32,500 plus
fees ranging up to about
$3,000. Needs-based tuition
assistance is available, ac-
cording to the school’s
website.

“The secret here is the
daily 10 a.m. circle as all
students come around to
shake hands with every
teacher and staff mem-
ber,” said Patrick White,
the school’s chief financial
officer.

“So many Kkids after
graduation come to me
to say they know how to

THINK YOUR PET HAS THE BEST
COSTUME IN TOWN? ENTER OUR
CONTEST BETWEEN OCTOBER 18™ AND
NOVEMBER 1° AND YOU <OULD BE A

WINNER!

Enter online at berkshireeagle.

com/contests/petcostume or
scan the QR code!
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Students and townsfolk gather Sunday in the auditorium of the Berkshire Waldorf High School
for an open house and grand opening ceremony.

-
.

The Old Town Hall on the Village Green in Stockbridge has been revamped as the new home for
the Berkshire Waldorf High School. An open house and grand opening ceremony and dedication
was held Sunday for nearly 200 townspeople.

make eye contact, shake
hands and how to be confi-
dent. So many kids are on
their devices so much they
just weren’t learning these

fundamental things, how to
interact with adults and how
to speak in public,” he said.
“So we have a big communi-
ty meeting every single day,

that’s a big part of what we
do here.”

Clarence Fanto can be reached at
cfanto@yahoo.com.

IN>SE\SION
GALLERY VISITS W
ANAIS DUPLAN

First workshop Saturday,
October 25, 10am

TICKETS: massmoca.org | 413.662.2111
North Adams, MA
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MASS MoCA

%% . will publish a Salute to Veterans
to Thank Them for Their
} . Service to Our Country

f@lf you would like to salute a family
kg member or friend, please send your
 message, with or without a photo
+~ = and form of payment to:
i g The Berkshire Eagle
Veterans Day Salute
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He thank You for your
sacrifices, dedication and
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Pittsfield, MA 01201 g
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