In the 1600s, the
Mohican Tribe regrouped,
migrating from the
Hudson Valley to the
Berkshires and making
Stockbridge their
home. The land on
which Old Town Hall
and the Stockbridge
Congregational Church
are located was both
their capital and burial
grounds. In the 1700s,
Stockbridge conducted
government business
in the Congregational
Church Meeting House.
The first Stockbridge
Select Board in 1739
consisted of five
members. Two were
Mohicans.

Indian Burial
Ground, Meeting
House Site

Early History

The original
Townhouse, now
the back portion of
the Old Town Hall,
was built in Greek
Revival style to
serve the needs of
town government.
The land was
leased from
The Stockbridge
Congregational
Church, allowing
for the first time
in Stockbridge
the separation of
church and state.

Original
Townhouse
Built

1839

Town Offices were
built at 34 Main
St. to provide a

larger, fireproofed
place to conduct

Stockbridge’s
government affairs.
The 34 Main St.
building sold in
1964 for $7,500.

Town

Offices
Built

1884

Fire from a
kerosene lamp
badly damaged
the Townhouse.

Thankfully, all town
records had already
been moved to
the fireproof town
offices or much
of Stockbridge’s
recorded history
would have been
lost. The Town filed
an insurance claim
on June 30, 1902
and was paid $500
for the building
and $358 for the

contents.
Fire
Damages
Townhouse

1902

The burned-out
Townhouse was
turned to face east,
moved south and
incorporated into
the design of a new
Town Hall which
included a 500
seat auditorium.
Town business
continued at 34
Main Street and
the new Town Hall
in the neoclassical
style was used for
basketball games,
meeting space, a
movie theater and
dancehall.

Current
Building
Constructed

1904

A Brief
History of
Old Town

Hall

Norman Rockwell
took photographs
of Stockbridge
officials working in
Town Offices, which
revealed just how
cramped working
conditions had
become. The need
for more space to
conduct Stockbridge
business began to
be discussed.

Town
Offices
Cramped

1950s

The Town Hall
building was
condemned by the
State Department
of Public Safety. A
Town Committee
developed a
renovation plan for
Town Hall. Their
design replaced the
500-seat auditorium
with ten offices
and a smaller
upstairs meeting
hall and kitchen.

1884
Town Offices
Condemned

1961

Mrs. Rodney
Procter bequeathed
a large gift to the
town for the Town
Hall renovation
plan. 34 Main
St. was sold and
Town government
moved to Town
Hall. The original
1839 Townhouse,
now the back of
Town Hall, was
renovated for the
Police Department
and the Assessors
Office. The upstairs
meeting room was
named Procter Hall.

Procter
Hall
Established

1963

Local youngsters
Arlo Guthrie and
Rick Robbins spent
time in cell number
two of the all-new
Stockbridge Police
Station after being
arrested for littering
on Thanksgiving.

The Legend
of Arlo
Guthrie

1965

“I like to see older
things preserved
because we lose
the ambiance of
the town if we lose
them.”

Mary Flynn

“Our buildings are
the repositories of
our history.”

Carole Owens

1967

Alice’s
Restaurant
Massacree

Arlo wrote a
satirical song
named Alice’s
Restaurant
Massacree
describing at
some length his
litterbug arrest in
Stockbridge, which
ironically rendered
him unsuitable to
serve in Vietnam.

1969

Arlo
Goes to
Hollywood

Arthur Penn
directed the film
Alice’s Restaurant,
an adaptation of
Arlo’s song, which
is filmed on location
in the Berkshires.
The Town Hall Police
Station, showing
the entrance to the
1839 Townhouse,
is in the film, which
has become a
cult classic.

Berkshire Waldorf
HIGH SCHOOL

1971

Rockwell’s
Springtime in
Stockbridge

Norman Rockwell
paints “Springtime
in Stockbridge” for
Look Magazine.
Along with Town
Hall, the First
Congregational
Church, and the
Children’s Chime
Tower, Norman
and his wife Mary
are prominently
featured on their
daily bike ride
that took them
through the
“spiritual center”
of Stockbridge.

1978
Mary Flynn
Elected to

Select Board

Mary Flynn, the
heart and soul of
Stockbridge, began
her first year of
service on the Select
Board, where she
taped this message
to the back of her
nameplate at the
Selectmen’s table:
“Oh Lord, help
my words to be
gracious and tender
today for tomorrow
I may have to eat
them.”

Help us write the next
chapter of this
wonderful story!

When we first looked at the feasibility of acquiring Old Town
Hall in 2015, the cost of renovation was estimated at $4
million, which we have raised through the generosity of nearly
100 Berkshire County donors and the Stockbridge Community
Preservation Committee. However, with the aftermath of the
pandemic and ensuing escalation in construction costs, the
price tag rose to $7.5 million. Now we need to endow the fund
to maintain this building in perpetuity.

If you can help, please mail a donation to:

Berkshire Waldorf High School
PO Box 1706
Stockbridge, MA 01262

or donate online:
www.berkshirewaldorf.com

2007

End of an
Era as Town
Hall Moves

Stockbridge’s
town government
relocated to the
newly-renovated
former Plain School
at 50 Main St,,
which became the
new Town Hall. This
left Procter Hall and
its environs to be
referred to as Old
Town Hall.

2008

New Ideas
for Old
Town Hall

The Old Town Hall
Reuse Committee
met with the task

of seeing if it
would make sense
to restore it to its
original large event
space, but it was
determined to be
not feasible.

2023

Can Old
Town Hall Be

Saved?

Despite the best
efforts of many
volunteers, a next
chapter for Old
Town Hall has
proven to be elusive,
and an empty
building’s days tend
to be numbered.
Time was running
out on the iconic
Old Town Hall.

2025

Berkshire
Waldorf High
School

After renting space
in Stockbridge for
over ten years,
Berkshire Waldorf
High School
moved into its
permanent home
after completing
the renovation of
Old Town Hall in
September 2025.



